
 
     

The Christian community at St Peter’s is called to  

celebrate, live and reflect the love of God in Jesus Christ 

9th MAY 2021                                 EASTER 6  

READINGS FOR TODAY 

Acts   10 v 44 - end 

1 John 5 v 1 - 6 

John  15 v 9 - 17 

PARISH OFFICE: Please use e-mail to make contact            
TEL:01252 331161: e- mail: office@saint-peters-ash.org.uk 
BOOKINGS OF WEDDINGS & BAPTISMS – phone for an 
appointment on 01252 321517  
WEBSITE: www.saint-peters-ash.org.uk 

 

 

ALLELUIA! CHRIST IS RISEN! 

 
************************************************************************ 

READINGS FOR NEXT WEEK – EASTER 7 

Acts 1v 15 – 17, 21 - end; 1 John 5 v 9 - 13; John 17 v 6 - 19 
************************************************************************ 

ASCENSION DAY 
 

THIS THURSDAY 13TH MAY 
 

PARISH COMMUNION IN CHURCH at 7 – 30 pm 
************************************************************************ 

ONLINE & CHURCH WORSHIP  
 

With the expected further easing of Lockdown restrictions 
on 17th May our provision of worship online will be 
changing. From Sunday 23rd May – Pentecost we will be live-
streaming our 10 am Parish Communion service from 
church. This means that we will no longer be putting a 
service of Morning Prayer on our website after 16th May. The 
text of the Parish Communion will be posted on the website 
for those at home to follow, together with the text of the 
sermon and hymns. 
 
In church from 23rd of May we will have a small group to sing 
hymns, but at this stage congregational singing will still not 
be permitted. A short sermon will be preached.  We hope 
that up to 30 people will be permitted to meet for a chat after 
the service in the Rectory Garden from that date. 
************************************************************************ 

ST PETER’S PRAYER CHAIN - If you would like prayer 
for yourself or somebody else please phone: 01252 322292 
or 01252 323037 This is a confidential service. 
************************************************************************      
If you would like to talk to us at any time please phone us: 
Carol – 01252 313239. Keith – 01252 321517 
************************************************************************
Please pray for the souls of all the recently Departed, among 
them: DOROTHY MILLARD; LIONEL COUSINS; SHEILA 
MOULD and BARRY MILLETT 
 

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 

SUNDAY 16TH MAY at 10 – 45 am 

IN CHURCH 

(Immediately after the 10 am Parish Communion) 

Nomination forms are available for churchwardens 

and 5 places on the PCC. If you are not on the Electoral 

Roll there are application forms available, once 

completed please hand them to Fr Keith or Pauline 

Baxter. Only those on the electoral roll can vote at the 

meeting. 

************************************************************************ 

THY KINGDOM COME 

Thy Kingdom Come (TKC) is a global prayer movement that 

invites Christians around the world to pray from Ascension 

to Pentecost for more people to come to know Jesus. With 

the Archbishop of Canterbury wanting to focus on 

evangelism when he visits this diocese 24th - 27th 

September, we are suggesting that parishes might like to 

take the TKC initiative for church members to pray for 5 

friends from Ascension through to his visit in September.  

Ceri Hurcombe is organising ‘Prayer Triplets’ for the 11 days 

between Ascension and Pentecost to get more people 

praying together. If you are interested in joining in please 

contact her. 

************************************************************************ 

CSW PRAYER EVENT FOR LEAH SHARIBU 

 
The 14th May is the 18th birthday of Leah Sharibu, who 
was abducted from her school in north-east Nigeria  in 2018 
by an Islamic State affiliate. She refused to renounce her 
faith in exchange for her freedom, and is still being held by 
her terrorist captors, who have declared her a “slave for 
life”. Leah’s faith inspires us to trust in God and persevere 
as she does. 
 
CSW is organising a prayer event on that day with five 1 hour 
slots on line with speakers from around the world and a new 
song written for Leah. They are asking people to commit to 
pray for an hour for Leah during the 24 hour period. There 
will be one hour of prayer in church 2pm to 3pm on the 14th. 
 
************************************************************************ 

mailto:office@saint-peters-ash.org.uk
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SOME THOUGHTS FROM REVD. CAROL            

ON TODAY’S READINGS 

Racism, ageism, nationalism, homophobia and sexism are 
all terms that we tend to hear a lot of these days. All of them 
are about discrimination. There are many other forms of 
discrimination that could be mentioned too - too many 
really, and I think pretty much everyone here will fall into a 
category of discrimination. Whether that is being 
discriminated against because of age, race, gender, sexual 
orientation or views on other religions and nationalities, or 
because you may hold prejudices within, that form a 
generalised opinion about people, because of who they are, 
what they are or where they come from. 

It is so very easy to lump people together and I, personally, 
find it hurtful because I happen to be white, British and 
Christian. I sometimes feel as though I am included with all 
those people who are racist or anti Muslim or anti whatever! 
Further piling on of ‘isms’ is the recent Panorama 
programme where it points the finger to the church saying it 
is institutionally racist, which means that everyone in it, 
particularly those who hold a place of office, are racist. 
Again, I feel unjustly accused. I know these are quite strong 
words, but I was brought up in a home where colour, creed 
and different cultures was not something that set people 
apart. Rather, it was something to be embraced and 
appreciated. After all, whilst living in other countries, we 
were the outsider, we were the people likely to be 
discriminated against, though I must say I never did come 
across any of that. 

Now we could think that all this sort of thing is new, but it 
isn’t, it’s centuries old. On Wednesday morning we heard 
another Acts reading, Acts 15:1-6 when a certain group of 
new followers of Jesus in Jerusalem, who were Pharisees, 
were insisting that Gentiles could not join the church unless 
they were circumcised. This was a form of discrimination. 
And the Acts reading this morning was another example. 
Really you need to read from the beginning of chapter 10 as 
it puts things into context, but just to give you an idea, Peter 
was called to meet Cornelius, who was in fact a centurion 
from the Italian cohort, this meant that not only was 
Cornelius a foreign soldier, he was a Gentile too, so he was 
not someone who Peter would naturally mix with. However, 
Peter has the famous dream with all the different animals 
that he is told to eat. This was puzzling to Peter, but in fact 
it was God’s message to him that everything was included 
in God’s world – there was nothing unclean and there should 
be no rituals in eating, and there should most certainly be 
no discrimination against anyone being part of God’s family 
through Jesus. The call to meet Cornelius was to be the 
conduit in breaking down those barriers of prejudice. 
Because on his journey to Joppa to visit Cornelius, Peter 
travelled through Caesarea and spoke of the good news of 
Jesus to many people, including Gentiles. He witnessed for 
himself the saving power of Christ to all people, of all ages, 
of all backgrounds, gender and ethnicity. So, by the time he 
gets to meet Cornelius there is no doubt in Peter’s mind as 
to how people should be treated. God has given him (and 
us) the answer. 

That answer is to show humility towards others. By the time 
Peter arrived at Cornelius’ house, he had travelled with at 
least three men who had been sent to him, and he had 
picked up some new followers along the way – they had 
travelled with him on the rest of the journey. As Peter 
entered Cornelius’ house, Cornelius knelt before Peter. 
Peter’s reaction was to quickly tell him to get up and that he 
need not bow to him or any other man. That shows us 
humility on Peter’s part. Peter was a Jew and Cornelius was  

a Gentile and many Jewish people considered themselves 
much better than Gentiles. Peter could have allowed him to 
bow and everyone there would have thought nothing of it – 
they would have thought that it was because of their 
respective race, it would not have been seen as anything out 
of the ordinary. This reminds me of when Jesus washes the 
feet of His disciples – He humbled Himself by becoming the 
servant and Jesus remained a servant to God and His people 
in everything He did and said. 

Peter also met with others in the household and asks them 
if they are aware that it was against Jewish Law for a Jew to 
speak to or associate with Gentiles; but before they 
answered, he told them that God had showed him that they 
were not unclean just because they were Gentiles. Peter 
humbled himself, he spent time with the very people that 
most of his life he was told that he could not. He had heard 
what God had said to him through the vision and the journey 
he had made. 

Another way of not discriminating is to not show favouritsm. 
God shows us this through the meeting of Peter and 
Cornelius. We can see that God does not discriminate 
between the Jews or the Gentiles, or indeed the foreigner 
when it comes to hearing about Jesus. Peter realised that it 
was what people were doing and saying, how they desired 
the message of Christ that was important, not what country, 
or section of society they came from. What is important is 
that the Gospel of Christ is for all people, everyone deserves 
to hear and be enabled to respond to it. We should be the 
messengers of the Gospel in our society today and not 
exclude anyone who is willing to hear it. 

We can see too, that there is no discrimination when it 
comes to the Holy Spirit. Those people who had heard the 
message that Peter had given them, took and accepted it 
and in doing so were filled with the Holy Spirit – the Holy 
Spirit is a gift for all Christians. This was a shock to the 
Jewish Christians, that even the Gentiles were given the 
Holy Spirit. But again, Peter shows that God does not 
discriminate. He calls all the Gentiles to be baptized with 
water too. Now for us that may not seem like a big deal; but 
these Gentiles were being introduced to a part of something 
that had been strictly for Jews for quite some time. 

So, there we have some indication of how we should deal 
with discrimination. Basically, don’t discriminate – God 
loves everyone and no one can be excluded from entering 
into a relationship with Him. We are all judged by Him on our 
own merit, not by the colour of our skin, the gender or age 
or nationality we are – we are all His creation to be treasured. 
Like Peter we can tell others about Jesus, we can learn to be 
humble in our approach and not show favouritism to certain 
sections of society, or our community, or indeed in our 
church. Only then perhaps will there be no groups that feel 
discriminated against or judged because of where they 
happen to have been born or have a different shade of skin 
tone. Myself included. Amen. 

************************************************************************

QUOTE FOR THE ASCENSION 

“The ascension reminds us that Christianity is not only an 
historical faith, but a faith of the present and future. Jesus 
is, right now, in glorified humanity on the throne of the 
universe, wielding as the God-man “all authority in heaven 
and on earth” (Matthew 28:18). He is not just our suffering 
servant who came and died and rose triumphant, but our 
actively ruling, actively conquering king.”         David Mathis 

 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%2028.18


 

 

Morning Prayer at 10 am on Sunday 

SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER  

(A recording of this service is available to view now                            

on the St Peter’s website. Next Sunday will be the last 

Sunday that we will be posting Morning Prayer. From 

Sunday 23rd May we will be live-streaming the Parish 

Communion from church at 10 am each week. The text of the 

service, including hymns and sermon will be printed here.) 

If there is more than one person present, someone may wish 
to read the parts marked (L), everyone says the rest 
together. You can say alternate verses in the Psalm and in 
the Canticles.  Please have a Bible to hand.  

(L) Alleluia, Christ is risen!                                                                   
All: He is risen indeed, Alleluia! 

(L) O Lord, open our lips                                                                        
All: and our mouth shall proclaim your praise.  

(L) In your resurrection, O Christ,                                                     
All: let heaven and earth rejoice. Alleluia. 

A candle may be lit 
 
All   In your unfailing love, O Lord, 

you lead the people whom you have redeemed. 
Alleluia. 
 

1    I will sing to the Lord, who has triumphed 
gloriously,  ♦ 

the horse and his rider he has thrown into the sea. 
2    The Lord is my strength and my song  ♦ 

and has become my salvation. 
3    This is my God whom I will praise,  ♦ 

the God of my forebears whom I will exalt. 
4    The Lord is a warrior,  ♦ 

the Lord is his name. 
5    Your right hand, O Lord, is glorious in power:  ♦ 

your right hand, O Lord, shatters the enemy. 
6    At the blast of your nostrils, the sea covered them;  ♦ 

they sank as lead in the mighty waters. 
7    In your unfailing love, O Lord,  ♦ 

you lead the people whom you have redeemed. 
8    And by your invincible strength  ♦ 

you will guide them to your holy dwelling. 
9    You will bring them in and plant them, O Lord,  ♦ 

in the sanctuary which your hands have established. 
 

All   Glory to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning is now 
and shall be for ever. Amen. 
 

All   In your unfailing love, O Lord, 
you lead the people whom you have redeemed. 
Alleluia. 
 

This hymn is said or sung: 
 
How deep the Father's love for us? 
How vast beyond all measure? 
That He should give His only Son 
To make a wretch His treasure 
How great the pain of searing loss? 
The Father turns His face away 
As wounds which mar the Chosen One 
Bring many sons to glory. 
 
 

Behold the man upon a cross 
My sin upon His shoulders 
Ashamed I hear my mocking voice 
Call out among the scoffers 
It was my sin that held Him there 
Until it was accomplished 
His dying breath has brought me life 
I know that it is finished. 
 
I will not boast in anything 
No gifts, no power, no wisdom 
But I will boast in Jesus Christ 
His death and resurrection 
Why should I gain from His reward? 
I cannot give an answer 
But this I know with all my heart 
His wounds have paid my ransom 
 
Why should I gain from His reward? 
I cannot give an answer 
But this I know with all my heart 
His wounds have paid my ransom 
 
(L) The night has passed, and the day lies open before 
      us; let us pray with one heart and mind: 
 
All: As we rejoice in the gift of this new day, 
      so may the light of your presence, O God, 
      set our hearts on fire with love for you; 
      now and for ever. Amen. 
 
(L) Christ our Passover lamb has been sacrificed for us. 
Let us therefore rejoice by putting away all malice and 
evil and confessing our sins with a sincere and true 
heart. 
 

Pause to call to mind our sins and then we confess them: 
 
Jesus Christ, risen Master and triumphant Lord, 
we come to you in sorrow for our sins, 
and confess to you our weakness and unbelief. 
We have lived by our own strength, 
and not by the power of your resurrection. 
We have lived by the light of our own eyes, 
as faithless and not believing. 
We have lived for this world alone, 
and doubted our home in heaven. 
In your mercy, forgive us. 
Lord, hear us and help us. 
 
(L) God of love and power we ask you to 
forgive us and free us from our sins, 
heal and strengthen us by your Spirit, 
and raise us to new life in Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
The collect for Easter 6: 
 
God our redeemer, 
you have delivered us from the power of darkness 
and brought us into the kingdom of your Son: 
grant, that as by his death he has recalled us to life, 
so by his continual presence in us he may raise us 
to eternal joy; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Read Acts 10 v 44 - end then Psalm 98 concluding with: 

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as 
it was in the beginning is now and shall be for ever. Amen. 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Read 1 John 5 v 1 - 6 
 
(L) Alleluia, alleluia. I am the first and the last, says the 
Lord, and the living one; I was dead, and behold I am 
alive for evermore. 

 
All: Alleluia. 

 
Now read John 15 v 9 - 17 
 
Revd. Carol has written some thoughts for today – see 
above, before the start of this service. 
 
Now pause for your own reflections. 
 
(L) Let us affirm our faith: 
 
All:  We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and 
unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of 
God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, 
Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 
made, of one Being with the Father; through him all 
things were made. For us and for our salvation he came 
down from heaven, was incarnate from the Holy Spirit 
and the Virgin Mary and was made man. For our sake he 
was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and 
was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance 
with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is 
seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again 
in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 
kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the 
Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, who has 
spoken through the prophets. 
 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of 
the world to come. Amen. 
 
All Jesus Christ is risen from the dead. Alleluia. 
He has defeated the powers of death. Alleluia. 
Jesus turns our sorrow into dancing. Alleluia. 
He has the words of eternal life. Alleluia. 
 
We now say ‘The Benedictus’ together: 
 
All:  The Lord is risen from the tomb 

who for our sakes hung upon the tree. Alleluia. 

 
1    Blessed be the Lord the God of Israel, ♦ 
      who has come to his people and set them free. 
  
2    He has raised up for us a mighty Saviour, ♦ 
      born of the house of his servant David. 
 
3    Through his holy prophets God promised of old ♦ 
      to save us from our enemies, 
      from the hands of all that hate us, 
 
4   To show mercy to our ancestors, ♦ 

 and to remember his holy covenant. 
 

5   This was the oath God swore to our father Abraham 
     to set us free from the hands of our enemies, 
 
6    Free to worship him without fear, ♦ 
      holy and righteous in his sight 
      all the days of our life. 
 

 
7    And you, child, shall be called the prophet of the 
      Most High, ♦ 
      for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way, 
 
8    To give his people knowledge of salvation ♦ 
      by the forgiveness of all their sins. 
 
9    In the tender compassion of our God ♦ 
      the dawn from on high shall break upon us, 
 
10  To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the 
       shadow of death, ♦ 
       and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 

 
All   Glory to the Father and to the Son 
       and to the Holy Spirit; 
       as it was in the beginning is now 
       and shall be for ever. Amen. 
   
All:  The Lord is risen from the tomb 

who for our sakes hung upon the tree. Alleluia. 

 
Prayers of intercession now follow 
 
In the power of the Spirit, and in union with Christ, let us 
pray to the Father: 
 
For the Holy Church throughout the world that, together, 
we may continue to have courage to proclaim the joyful 
message of Easter, let us pray to the Lord: 
 
Lord in your mercy - hear our prayer 
 
For our Bishops, Andrew and Jo, for all the clergy of this 
diocese and for each in their own ministry, that we may all 
be strengthened in your service and the service of others, 
let us pray to the Lord: 
 
Lord in your mercy - hear our prayer 
 
For those who have turned away from the faith, that they 
may come back into Christ’s fold, let us pray to the Lord: 
 
Lord in your mercy - hear our prayer 
 
For the leaders of the nations, that they may work 
tirelessly for justice and peace and greater fairness in our 
troubled world, let us pray to the Lord: 
 
Lord in your mercy - hear our prayer 
 
For those elected to public office this week, that they may 
serve honestly and truthfully, always working to improve 
the lives of others, let us pray to the Lord: 
 
Lord in your mercy - hear our prayer 
 
For those struggling to rebuild their lives after Covid, that 
they may find fresh hope and be positive about the future, 
let us pray to the Lord: 
 
Lord in your mercy - hear our prayer 
 
For the sick and suffering, that they may know the healing 
power and comfort of God’s love, let us pray to the Lord: 
 
Lord in your mercy - hear our prayer 
 
For those who care for the sick that God may renew their 
strength and keep them from despair, let us pray to the 
Lord: 
 
Lord in your mercy - hear our prayer 
 



 

 

For the recently departed, especially DOROTHY MILLARD; 
LIONEL COUSINS; SHEILA MOULD and BARRY MILLETT, 
that they may have eternal rest and peace in God’s kingdom, 
let us pray to the Lord: 
 
Lord in your mercy - hear our prayer 
 
For ourselves, that we may listen more carefully to God’s 
voice and be quick to answer His call, let us pray to the 
Lord: 
 
Lord in your mercy - hear our prayer 

For the prayers of the saints and the assurance of their 
company with us always, let us pray to the Lord: 

Lord in your mercy - hear our prayer 

Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of your 
Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 

As Jesus taught us, so we pray: Our Father in heaven…. 

The following hymn may be said or sung: 

At the name of Jesus 
every knee shall bow, 
every tongue confess him 
King of Glory now. 
'Tis the Father's pleasure 
we should call him Lord, 
who from the beginning 
was the mighty Word: 
 
At his voice creation 
sprang at once to sight, 
all the angel faces 
all the hosts of light, 
thrones and dominations, 
stars upon their way, 
all the heavenly orders 
in their great array. 
 
Humbled for a season, 
to receive a name 
from the lips of sinners 
unto whom he came, 
faithfully he bore it 
spotless to the last, 
brought it back victorious 
when from death he passed. 
 
Bore it up triumphant 
with its human light, 
through all ranks of creatures 
to the central height, 
to the throne of Godhead, 
to the Father's breast; 
filled it with the glory 
of that perfect rest. 
 
All creation name him, 
with love strong as death, 
but with awe and wonder, 
and with bated breath; 
he is God the Saviour, 
he is Christ the Lord, 
ever to be worshipped, 
trusted and adored. 
 
 

In your hearts enthrone him; 
there let him subdue 
all that is not holy, 
all that is not true: 
crown him as your captain 
in temptation's hour; 
let his will enfold you 
in its light and power. 
 
Truly, this Lord Jesus 
shall return again, 
with his Father's glory, 
with his angel train; 
for all wreaths of empire 
meet upon his brow, 
and our hearts confess him 
King of Glory now. 

Let us pray: 
 
(L) Risen Christ, 
by the lakeside you renewed your call to your disciples: 
help your Church to obey your command 
and draw the nations to the fire of your love, 
to the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
 
(L) God our Father, 
whose Son Jesus Christ gives the water of eternal life: 
may we thirst for you, 
the spring of life and source of goodness, 
through him who is alive and reigns, now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 
(L) May the God of peace, 
who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, 
that great shepherd of the sheep, 
through the blood of the eternal covenant, 
make us perfect in every good work to do his will, 
working in us that which is well-pleasing in his sight;  
and the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all today 
and always. Amen. 

 
(L) May the risen Christ grant us the joys of eternal life. 
All Amen. 
 
(L) Let us bless the Lord. Alleluia, alleluia. 
All Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 
All May the souls of the faithful departed, through the 
mercy of God rest in peace, and rise with Christ in glory. 
Amen. 
 
*********************************************************************  

EVENING PRAYER FOR THIS WEEK 
 
O God, make speed to save us. 
O Lord, make haste to help us. 
 
In your resurrection, O Christ, 
let heaven and earth rejoice. Alleluia. 
 
Blessed are you, Sovereign Lord, 
the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
to you be glory and praise for ever. 
From the deep waters of death 
you brought your people to new birth 
by raising your Son to life in triumph. 
Through him dark death has been destroyed 
and radiant life is everywhere restored. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

As you call us out of darkness into his marvellous light 
may our lives reflect his glory 
and our lips repeat the endless song. 
Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
Blessed be God for ever. 
 
This hymn may be said or sung 
 
O Strength and Stay upholding all creation, 
who ever dost thyself unmoved abide; 
yet day by day the light in due gradation 
from hour to hour through all its changes guide. 

 
Grant to life's day a calm unclouded ending, 
An eve untouched by shadows of decay, 
the brightness of a holy deathbed blending 
With dawning glories of the eternal day. 

 
Hear us, O Father, gracious and forgiving, 
through Jesus Christ thy co-eternal Word, 
who, with the Holy Ghost, by all things living 
Now and to endless ages art adored. 
 
That this evening may be holy, good and peaceful, 
let us pray with one heart and mind: 
 
As our evening prayer rises before you, O God, 
so may your mercy come down upon us 
to cleanse our hearts 
and set us free to sing your praise 
now and for ever. Amen. 
 
A Psalm is said: Mon121; Tue 128; Wed 15; Thurs 
Ascension Day 8; Fri 80; Sat 85 ending with: 
 
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning is now and shall be for ever. 
Amen. 
 
Two Scripture Readings now follow (see below). Between 
the two readings we say: 
 
All   God raised Christ from the dead, 

the Lamb without spot or stain. Alleluia. 
 

1    Blessed be the God and Father  ♦ 
of our Lord Jesus Christ! 

2    By his great mercy we have been born anew to a 
living hope  ♦ 

through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 
dead, 

3    Into an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled and 
unfading,  ♦ 

kept in heaven for you, 
4    Who are being protected by the power of God through 

faith,  ♦ 
for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 

5    You were ransomed from the futile ways of your 
ancestors  ♦ 

not with perishable things like silver or gold 
6    But with the precious blood of Christ  ♦ 

like that of a lamb without spot or stain. 
7    Through him you have confidence in God, 

who raised him from the dead and gave him 
glory,  ♦ 

so that your faith and hope are set on God. 
 

All   Glory to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning is now 
and shall be for ever. Amen. 
 
 
 
 

All   God raised Christ from the dead, 
the Lamb without spot or stain. Alleluia. 

 
Readings:  
 
Monday  Numbers 16 v 1 - 35; Luke 6 v 27 - 38 
Tuesday Numbers 16 v 36 - end; Luke 6 v 39 - end 
Weds. 2 Samuel 23 v 1 - 5; Colossians 2 v 20 to 3 v 4 
Thursday Ascension Day 2 Kings 2 v 1 – 15; Revelation 5 
Friday 1 Samuel 16 v 1 – 13a; Matthew 7 v 15 - 27 
Saturday: Numbers 21 v 4 - 9; Luke 7 v 18 - 35 
 
After the second reading we say: 
 
The Lord is my strength and my song: 
he has become my salvation. 
 
I shall not die, but live, 
and declare the works of the Lord. 
 
Glory to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit. 
The Lord is my strength and my song: 
he has become my salvation. 
 
Gospel Canticle: The Magnificat (The Song of Mary)  
 
All   The stone which the builders rejected 

has become the chief cornerstone. Alleluia. 

 
1) My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, my spirit 
rejoices in God my Saviour; he has looked with favour on 
his lowly servant. 
 
2) From this day all generations will call me blessed; the 
Almighty has done great things for me and holy is his 
name. 
 
3) He has mercy on those who fear him, from generation 
to generation. 
 
4) He has shown strength with his arm and has scattered 
the proud in their conceit. 
 
5) Casting down the mighty from their thrones and lifting 
up the lowly. 
 
6) He has filled the hungry with good things and sent the 
rich away empty.   
 
7) He has come to the aid of his servant Israel, to 
remember his promise of mercy. 
 
8) The promise made to our ancestors, to Abraham and 
his children for ever. 
  
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning is now and shall be for ever. 
Amen. 
 
All   The stone which the builders rejected 

has become the chief cornerstone. Alleluia. 
 
Prayers of thanksgiving are made for the day that is 
ending. Intercessions are offered for the church, the world 

and for individuals, the sick and the departed.  
 
Our Father, who art in heaven …  
 

This hymn may be said or sung: 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine! 
O what a foretaste of glory divine! 
Heir of salvation, purchase of God, 
Born of His Spirit, washed in His blood. 

Chorus 
This is my story, this is my song, 
Praising my Saviour, all the day long; 
This is my story, this is my song, 
Praising my Saviour, all the day long. 

Perfect submission, perfect delight, 
Visions of rapture now burst on my sight; 
Angels descending bring from above 
Echoes of mercy, whispers of love. 

Chorus 

Perfect submission, all is at rest 
I in my Saviour am happy and blest, 
Watching and waiting, looking above, 
Filled with His goodness, lost in His love. 

Chorus 

Let us pray: 
 
(L) God our redeemer, 
you have delivered us from the power of darkness 
and brought us into the kingdom of your Son: 
grant, that as by his death he has recalled us to life, 
so by his continual presence in us he may raise us 
to eternal joy; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
(L) God our Father, 
whose Son Jesus Christ gives the water of eternal life: 
may we thirst for you, 
the spring of life and source of goodness, 
through him who is alive and reigns, now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 
On Ascension Day and after: 
 
Grant, we pray, almighty God, 
that as we believe your only-begotten  
Son our Lord Jesus Christ 
to have ascended into the heavens, 
so we in heart and mind may also ascend 
and with him continually dwell; 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen 
 
Lighten our darkness, Lord, we pray, and in your great 
mercy defend us from all perils and dangers of this night, 
for the love of your only Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 
All: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 
be with us all evermore. Amen. 
 
Let us bless the Lord. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! Amen. 
 
May the souls of the faithful departed, through the mercy 
of God, rest in peace. Amen  
 
*********************************************************************  

You did not choose me but I chose you 
 
Sermon preached by Bishop Jo to the Diocese of Guildford 
for Sunday 8th May 2021, Easter 6. 
 
No Paul in my sermon today – rather words from Jesus in 
John’s gospel, 15:16.  
 
You did not choose me, – said Jesus – but I chose you. 
 
This feels to me a shockingly contemporary word from 
Jesus, a contradiction of a subject close to our hearts. Jesus 
may have said it to the disciples in that upper room at a time 
of foreboding, clearly it was a memorable statement 
recorded by John nearly 2000 years ago for every disciple in 
every generation to follow, yet I find myself wondering if it 
has never been more apt – or offered such paradox – as for 
our generation. 
 
In the West, we’re a generation where freedom is defined by 
choice. Wealth is measured in the number of choices 
available, capitalism runs on envy - assuming I will pay more 
for what I haven’t yet got. For those of us lucky enough to 
be born in the West, we have the choice to take the vaccine 
– unlike our brothers and sisters suffering in India just now 
who (quite literally) dying for the opportunity they long for.  
 
Those of you listening to me will, I expect, count yourselves 
fortunate to be those who have been presented with the 
claims of the gospel in such a way that you had the 
opportunity to make the choice of following Jesus – of being 
baptised, of finding forgiveness, of committing yourself to 
the way of the cross. Not least because I grew up in a church 
milieu that choice to recognise the truth claim of that which 
I’d imbibed felt all the more important. For me the stakes 
were high when I decided to go ahead and be confirmed at 
13; and when at a summer camp a few years later I realised 
the claims of the gospel were more demanding, more 
radical, than I’d previously embraced, and I committed 
myself again. As if I went over in ink the choice that I’d made 
to follow Jesus previously which had been more like pencil, 
a little more tentative. And I’d dare to say that following 
Jesus is a continual ongoing choice, every time we get out 
of bed, every time we kneel to pray, every time we review 
how we spend or give away our money. There’s no doubt 
that following Jesus doesn’t just happen: you don’t become 
a tomato just because you live in a greenhouse, you don’t 
become a car because you spend each night in a garage. So 
the adage went, you don’t become a Christian just by 
hanging out in the church (though it’s a pretty good place to 
start, and to lurk, to watch and learn from other ChristiansI). 
But, it takes some intentionality on our part to choose Jesus 
– especially to follow him this far, to the Upper Room the 
night before the cross. 
 
Yet, Jesus says, reversing our whole perspective, you did 
not choose me but I chose you. You can imagine the 
disciples recalling the actual story of their callings – where 
Jesus invited Andrew and Philip to leave the fishing nets, 
where he called across to James and John by name; where 
he caused a stir by inviting Matthew the tax collector. They 
were chosen – and yet, for sure, they also chose. 
 
For us, who may not be aware of such a literal experience of 
calling from Jesus, this relativises our sense of autonomy, 
that sense of choice over which we kid ourselves we have 
control. Jesus is widening our horizon to help us get over 
ourselves, to help us get beyond the narcissism that views 
the world from an assumption that I’m at the centre.  
 
No, Jesus is at the centre. I was able to choose Jesus 
because, I discover, he first chose me. The technical term  
 



 

 

for this is God’s prevenient grace: which is to say that long 
before any of us were born, were twinkles in our parents 
eyes, long before our parents’ parents’ parents’ to the Xth 
generation ever existed, long before we were, God the great 
‘I am’ was. This is not just saying that while we were still 
sinners Christ died for us – though that is true. Nor is it 
saying that before each of us was born God knit us together 
in our mother’s womb – though that is also true. This is 
saying that from the very beginning of time God the Creator 
wanted us to be:  God the Father was disposed to be for us, 
God the Holy Spirit was with us, God in Jesus was coming 
to us. To point out that before we chose God, God the Holy 
Trinity chose us, chose to create us, chose to call us, chose 
to partner with us and work through us to fulfil the divine 
purposes, chose to be for us even though we weren’t 
necessarily responsive, chose to be with us even though we 
aren’t always very hospitable, chose to die for us even 
though most of those for whom he died don’t even realise it.  
 
You did not choose me but I chose you. 
 
What does this perspective mean, besides putting our sense 
of autonomy and control in its place?  
 
It encourages us to rely on God’s grace, to trust in God’s 
favour. The success of the church doesn’t rely on me. Yes, 
the next thing Jesus says is ‘go and bear fruit, fruit that will 
last’ but perhaps it suggests that the fruitfulness of my 
discipleship doesn’t all depend on me. I can mess up 
without everything going awry. If I let God down that won’t 
change God’s fundamental disposition towards me.  My 
children used to have a book with the title, ‘Even if I did 
something awful?’ ‘Even if I did something awful, would you 
still love me?’ Yes, God still loves us, and chooses us, even 
when if we do something awful. Even when we do something 
awful. God’s choice of us is an absolute given. It’s only our 
choice of God that’s wobbly. 
 
You did not choose me but I chose you. 
 
I want to suggest this means that we can deal with 
uncertainty. We can weather the crisis of this pandemic. It 
means we can dare, we can risk. We are freed from the false 
securities and the deep anxieties of the world that we create 
when we kid ourselves that my choices are the defining ones 
- the spouse I’ve chosen, the house I’ve bought, the children 
I’ve raised, the future I’ve paved. My choices are small-fry, 
and they are flakey next to the Big-Time choices of God: to 
create us, to redeem us, to call us. Jesus’ more fundamental 
choice of us reveals the fallacy of a society that makes 
individualism its organising principle and material comforts 
its chief insurance. The uncertainty of our times is seismic 
to those whose temporal choices are everything. But to 
those of us who hear these words of Jesus, we are freed: to 
rely on the deeper divine choice that does not change, even 
when the tectonic plates of our world appear to change. 
 
You did not choose me but I chose you. 
 
Finally I want to say that Jesus’ prior choice of us lifts from 
us the burden to succeed. It is not that God’s choice of us 
does not come with expectations – just as the election of 
Israel came with expectations. We are chosen not for 
privilege but for service – to bring blessing, to bear fruit that 
will last. But that choice does not depend on our fruitfulness 
– rather the choice enables it by freeing us. Just like the 
stipend for clergy is the given that prevents us from 
worrying about how we’re going to buy food so we are freed 
for service, so Jesus’ reminder that he first chose us to be 
his partners, to convey the abundance of God’s blessing in 
a world of scarcity. Nevermind if we’re small in number, 
never mind if others look down on us, never mind if we don’t  
 
 

have the scope of influence we used to have or we long to 
have. Stop the whinging, the whining. ‘You are a chosen 
people, a holy nation, that you may declare the wonderful 
deeds of him who called you out of darkness into his 
glorious light’, says Peter in his first letter. Go and bear fruit, 
fruit that will last. That’s not the same as saying fruit that 
you can see, success that will make you feel good. It’s 
saying keep on keeping on – be freed from the burden to 
succeed – because ultimately you’re not in charge. Thank 
the Lord, Jesus is. 
 
I want to end with a picture. It’s an icon that sits just behind 
the altar in the chapel of Westcott House, a theological 
college in Cambridge. You see an image of the Saviour’s 
face, a classic stylized image that goes back about 1500 
years, depicting Christ as the Pantocrator, the ‘Ruler of All’. 
Normally in those images Christ has his hand up in blessing: 
but here he’s holding an open Bible in one hand and with the 
other he is pointing to these words: You did not choose me, 
but I chose you.  
 

 
 

In Orthodox theology, icons have a special place in enabling 
the faithful to reflect on the meaning and the reality of the 
incarnation. God has shown his face to us in Jesus Christ. 
When we look on the face of Christ, our eyes are opened to 
the revelation of God. At the most basic level, the icon tells 
us that it is through our relationship with Christ that the 
scriptures are opened to us. 
 
What else does this icon say? In a little book called The 
Dwelling of the Light Rowan Williams offers this further 
reflection: “Face to face with Jesus, there and only there, do 
we find who we are. We have been created to mirror his life, 
the eternal life of the one turned always towards the 
overflowing love of the Father; but our human existence 
constantly turns away. When we look at Jesus, we see in 
some measure what he sees, and are drawn to where his 
eyes lead us….When we look at him looking at us, we see 
both what we were made to be, bearers of the divine image 
and likeness, and what we have made of ourselves.”  
 
Williams is making the point that it is God who initiates and 
sustains our relationship with him. In spite of the fact that 
God has even chosen the likes of you and me, we are often 
tempted to reject his invitation and to turn away. We think 
that we must be unworthy: ‘Love bade me welcome, but my 
soul drew back, guilty of dust and sin’, as George Herbert 
memorably puts it. And yet, even at the point of greatest 
pressure, greatest test, arguably greatest failure, Jesus 
affirms a different story. A story of God’s foundational 
delight in each one of us.  
 
Remember, you did not choose me but I chose you.  

 

*********************************************************************  


